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martina Čelhar, igor Borzić

TRADITIONS AND NOVELTIES IN THE 
FUNERARY CUSTOMS OF THE EASTERN 
ADRIATIC COMMUNITIES AT NADIN AND 
KOPILA DURING THE 2ND AND 1ST CENTURIES 
BC

The implementation of two research projects, one at the Liburnian settlement 
and necropolis of Nadin (Department of Archaeology at the University of Zadar, 
Department of Anthropology at the University of Maine) and the other at 
the necropolis of the Kopila settlement on the island of Korčula (Department 
of Archaeology at the University of Zadar, Center for Culture Vela Luka, and 
the Museum of Ancient Glass in Zadar), enabled the parallel inspection and 
comparison of numerous aspects of life of the two communities which developed 
in separate regional frameworks, in times of increasingly intensive prehistoric 
“global” connections. To illustrate this, the focus was put on two multiple-burial 
tombs, Tomb 105 from Nadin and Tomb 4 from the Kopila necropolis, which had 
approximately the same duration during the 2nd and 1st centuries BC.
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iNtroductioN

The last two centuries BC were a period of 
highly emphasized dynamics of historical events 
and thus significant cultural perturbations (ac-
culturation and transformation) that took place 
not only in the Adriatic but also in a much wider 
European area. In Dalmatia, however, they are 
still somewhat difficult to follow archaeological-
ly, largely due to a lack of contextual information 
and research on the settlements and necropo-
lises of the local indigenous communities. When 
searching for more finely defined chronological 
changes during the Late Iron Age, there is the 
problem of long-period successive burials within 
a single tomb, as they often disturb the original 
stratigraphic relationships within an archaeologi-
cal complex. Another problem lies in the fact that 

very few intact burials have been documented to 
date. This work presents the discoveries of two 
such tombs from two different cultural environ-
ments from the last two centuries BC. The intent 
is to demonstrate how two geographically sepa-
rated Late Iron Age eastern Adriatic communities 
behaved in terms of grave ritual and material cul-
ture.

This study centers on the North Dalmatian 
Liburnian community from Nadin and the South 
Dalmatian Illyrian / Pleirean (?) community from 
Kopila on the island of Korčula (Fig. 1). Both sites 
have been the focus of scientific research, which 
produced data concerning their chronologies, 
spatial organization, economic strategies, and 
material and spiritual culture of the communi-
ties living in them (for Nadin: Batović, Chapman 
1987a; 1987b; Chapman et al. 1996; Čelhar, Zaro 
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2016; 2017; 2018; 2023a; 2023b; 2023c; Borzić 
et al. 2018; Zaro, Čelhar 2018; Zaro et al. 2020; 
Toyne et al. 2021; Knežić 2022; Čelhar et al. 2023; 
Knežić et al. 2023; for Kopila: Radić, Borzić 2017: 
35–58; Borzić 2022).

As is often the case, the majority of work thus 
far has been done in the necropolises of these two 
hillfort settlements. At Nadin, the necropolis can 
be traced back to the Late Bronze Age and con-
tinues into Late Antiquity (Batović, Čondić 2005; 

Kukoč 2005; 2006; 2009; Rajić Šikanjić 2006; 
Kukoč, Čelhar 2010; 2019; Anterić et al. 2011a; 
2011b; Batović, Batović 2013; Čelhar, Kukoč 2014; 
Marijanović et al. 2014; Čelhar 2016; Loewen et 
al. 2021; Čelhar, Zaro 2023b; 2023c). Its Iron Age 
strata reflect a regular spatial organization divid-
ed into grave plots hitherto unknown in the Libur-
nian area (Fig. 2). This kind of thing has been re-
corded in a number of similar sites, but only later, 
with the arrival of the Romans. Another notable 

Fig. 1 – Geographical position of Nadin (above; photo: M. Grgurić) and Kopila (below; photo: M. Vuković) hillforts, base map: 
Google Earth (made by: I. Borzić)

Fig. 2 – Nadin, necropolis (photo: D. Vujević)
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characteristic is the progressive monumentaliza-
tion of individual burial units over time, especially 
in the last two centuries BC (Kukoč, Čelhar 2019).

In contrast to the case of Nadin, the archaeo-
logical material accidentally excavated and de-
posited in the Museum of Dubrovnik in the late 19th 
century gives only a hint of the existence of Ko-
pila’s Early Iron Age necropolis (Radić 2003).1 On 
the other hand, its Late Iron Age necropolis (the 
late 4th–1st centuries BC) has been confirmed and 
partially excavated in recent years (Radić, Borzić 
2017: 49–58; Borzić 2022) (Fig. 3). It is organized 
into two nuclei composed of a large number of 
interconnected and irregularly shaped oval grave 
plots with a monumentally built outer ring, a stone 
embankment, and a centrally positioned deep 
burial space. Its form and appearance is sugges-
tive of direct traditional connections with Bronze 
Age stone mounds – but modified, that is, monu-
mentalized (Radić, Borzić 2017: 49–55; Borzić 
2022). Research has shown that such tombs, pre-
sumed to be family tombs, were used many times, 
generally speaking, from the end of the 4th to the 
end of the 1st century BC. The specificity of the 

spatial organization and the monumentality of the 
performance of this necropolis make it a unique 
phenomenon thus far in the Adriatic. However, it 
is evident that very similar, although less monu-
mental, phenomena have now been documented 
in the recently discovered Early and Late Iron Age 
necropolises in Zakotorac on the neighbouring 
Pelješac Peninsula (Perkić et al. 2021: 85, Fig. 2), 
and, for example, in Grebine in Mrljanovci near 
Ljubuški (Rašić 2022: 361–363). This suggests 
that we should expect to discover other more or 
less monumentally constructed necropolis areas, 
at least in the southern Adriatic.

Grave 105 from Nadin and 
Grave 4 from Kopila 

As emphasized earlier, the intent of this 
work is to compare the funeral customs, and by 
extension the cultural affiliations, of two impor-
tant Eastern Adriatic communities in specific mo-
ments of protohistory. For this purpose, we have 

Fig. 3 – Kopila, necropolis (photo: M. Vuković)

1 ⸺ For some of these finds, especially the complete Corinthian vessels from the end of the 7th and the first half of the 6th century, there 
is a possibility that they do not come from Kopila, but are part of the Cypriot collection which reached the museum at the same time.
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singled out two tombs from these necropolises 
from approximately the same period, the 2nd and 
1st century BC (Čelhar, Ugarković 2021: 312–314; 
Borzić 2022a: T. 1). Individual and more broad-
ly dated types of jewellery and attire may cast 
some doubt on the chronological determination, 
like double pins of type IIIa in Kopila (according 
to Vasić 1982: 232–234, 236–238) or Certosa 
fibulae Ic and Id in the case of Nadin (Teržan 
1976: 319–320, 382). However, the vast majority 
of grave finds and items can be dated to the last 
two centuries BC, like the predominance of grey 
glazed plain and relief pottery variants associated 
with the burial ritual. Also, we should emphasize 
the apparent absence of Gnathia pottery,2 which 
was commonly present in the tombs of the 4th and 

3rd centuries BC, both at Nadin (Batović, Batović 
2013; Matković 2015; Čelhar et al. 2023) and at 
Kopila (cf. Radić et al. 2017; Borzić 2022b).

Although we are not able to determine more 
precisely the initial use of these tombs in the frame 
of the 2nd century BC, the historical context of their 
final period at Nadin is indicated by the appear-
ance of early North Italic sigillata and thin-walled 
pottery from the last quarter of the 1st century BC, 
which are absent from the necropolis at Kopila. 

The Nadin case is presented by Tomb 105, 
which was located on the southern edge of the 
necropolis (Fig. 4). Visually, it is characterized 
by a very regular rectangular shape (dimensions: 
2,93 x 4,30 m), with sides built of vertically placed 
monumental stone blocks of varied roughness.

Fig. 4 – Nadin, Tomb 105 (photo: M. Grgurić)

2 ⸺ The allegation about the absence of Gnathia pottery in Tomb 105 is not refuted by the fact that its upper layer contained only three 
small sherds of south Italian Gnathia vessels from the 4th/3rd c. BC and two whole vessels made under its certain influence, a kantharoid 
skyphos with carelessly executed incised grooves and metopes, technically made much closer to 2nd c. BC Dalmatian grey glazed pottery 
than to the south Italian model, and a deep bowl, morphologically and decoratively simpler than its closest analogies from the Messapian 
workshops from the 4th c. BC. More about these vessels will be said in the ongoing integral publication about Tomb 105.
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The aforementioned architectural concept of 
the Nadin necropolis originated in the Early Iron 
Age (approx. from the 7th century BC onwards), 
when similarly shaped and positioned blocks 
formed more or less regular rectangular enclo-
sures around a single grave or occasionally sev-
eral graves (2 or 4), most often constructed in the 
form of a stone cist (Kukoč, Čelhar 2019). Other 
tombs that were somewhat chronologically and 
architecturally analogous to Tomb 105, but often 
with a longer continuity of burials (from the 4th 
century BC onwards; cf. Batović, Batović 2013), 
were also recorded in at least 8 other cases in the 
Nadin necropolis, but all have been devastated by 
various subsequent activities since ancient times. 
Consequently, Tomb 105 represents the only intact 
unit of this type, not only within the framework of 
the Nadin necropolis, but also within broader Li-
burnia (cf. Gradina in Dragišić, tombs 20, 22, and 
24: Brusić 2000a: 11; Miše 2017: 86, 96;3 Velika 
Mrdakovica: Brusić 2000b: 8–9; Brajković 2014: 8, 
21; 2018: 37–41). Interestingly, the same construc-
tion technique, with fairly regular and monumental 

stone blocks, was recorded for the corresponding 
Iron Age residential architecture in the Nadin set-
tlement (Čelhar, Zaro 2016; 2023a; 2023b; 2023c) 
(Fig. 5) and at some contemporaneous sites, like 
Asseria (Fadić et al. 2018), Jerebinjak (Čelhar, Zaro 
2023a: Fig. 4), and Lergova Gradina. The two ex-
cavated structures in Lergova Gradina contained 
material associated with the 2nd and 1st century BC, 
the chronological range which is further confirmed 
by two radiocarbon dates (Ilkić, Čelhar 2018).

On the other hand, the example from Kopila, 
specifically Tomb 4, is also located on the extreme 
southern edge of Nucleus 1 of the necropolis (Fig. 
6). In terms of spatial design, it generally follows 
other Kopila tombs that persisted from the middle/
end of the 4th century BC to the end of the necrop-
olis in the middle of the 1st century BC. Neverthe-
less, it seems that the outer ring (measuring 3,40 x 
4,70 m) is more rustic, having been constructed of 
regular/irregular monumental stone blocks. Also, 
the central burial placement (1,73 x 1,90 m) is very 
shallow, which can be traced to its peripheral posi-
tion and/or later dating (Borzić 2022a: 97).

Fig. 5 – Nadin – Gradina, Late Iron Age residential architecture (photo: G. Zaro)

3 ⸺ It remains unclear how many of the 34 excavated tombs in 2001–2003 architecturally correspond to tombs 20, 22, and 24 from 
Dragišić or tomb 105 from Nadin. Miše (2017: 86) generally states that „some of them had preserved and regular side blocks“, while the 
monographic publication of metal and glass objects from the mentioned graves by Glogović (2014) makes no mention of grave architectu-
re at all. 
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In both cases, analysis of the archaeological 
deposits indicated that the graves were used on 
multiple occasions. In the case of Kopila, Tomb 
4 served as the burial site for a minimum of 32 
individuals of both sexes (15 men, 8 women, and 
9 inconclusive). All were adults with the exception 
of one male teenager.4 Given the excellent state 
of preservation, we were able to determine that 
the individuals were buried on their backs with the 
arms along the body. Women were placed with 
their heads toward the east and men with their 
heads toward the west. While pins and weapons 
(spearheads) were placed only with men, and 
fibulae and jewellery (earrings and necklaces of 
glass beads) only with women, pottery goods 
were placed with both (Fig. 7). Such a principle of 
"successive" opposite burial is nothing new in the 
South Dalmatian area because, along with some 
other tombs from Kopila (Borzić 2022a: 102), it 
has been recorded at the necropolis of Grebnice 
near Ukšić since the 7th century BC (Marijan 2001: 
56, 123–130).

The Nadin case is much more complicated 
because anthropological analysis has identi-
fied the remains of a minimum of 228 individu-
als that include both sexes and all age groups.5 
Unfortunately, with the exception of a few indi-
viduals placed in the crouched position in the 
lowest layers (Fig. 8), it is not possible to ad-
dress the original position of most burials in the 
tomb due to the apparent secondary relocation 
of human remains toward the edges of the tomb 
architecture (to free up space for new inhuma-
tions). 

Similarly, it is not possible to attribute certain 
items of attire or jewellery to a particular sex and/
or age group. The fragmentation of osteological 
material is further attributed to the fact that at 
one point during the 1st century BC a fire was lit 
inside the tomb, possibly for symbolic (ritual) and/
or practical (hygienic) reasons, which archaeo-
logically manifested as a clearly visible layer with 
more or less burnt osteological and other archae-
ological material (Fig. 9).

Fig. 6 – Kopila, Tomb 4 (photo: I. Borzić)

4 ⸺ Although it was originally thought that 13 people were buried in the tomb (Radovčić 2017: 130–131), new analyses of teeth suggest 
a much larger number (Marić et al. 2022: 52–53).  
5 ⸺ The minimum number of individuals is based on the presence of petrosal portions of temporal bones (228 left-side and 208 right-
side petrous portions). The analyses were made by Kenneth C. Nystrom (SUNY New Paltz).
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Fig. 7 – Kopila, Tomb 4 (photo: I. Borzić)

Fig. 8 – Nadin, Tomb 105, individual in crouched position (photo: M. Čelhar)
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Material culture

Pottery
We will try to compare visible manifestations 

of the grave ritual and the accompanying find-
ings that answer questions about the cultural af-
filiation of and influences on the Nadin and Ko-
pila communities in the last two centuries BC. In 
both cases, an extremely large amount of pottery 
can be seen at the level of the entire tomb. This 
phenomenon has been observed throughout the 
eastern Adriatic, most likely as a result of increas-
ingly Greek-Hellenistic influences since the 5th/4th 
century BC (Miše 2017: 95–96). Almost as a rule, 
Graeco-Hellenistic forms of vessels intended for 
the presentation and drinking of liquid (wine) pre-
dominate among these types of deposits. Never-
theless, it is interesting to see how the observed 
communities demonstrate certain preferences in 
this regard. 

Generally speaking, the ceramic assemblag-
es in all the tombs from Kopila are typologically 
relatively uniform, with skyphos as the dominant 
form, followed by significantly smaller numbers 
of kantharoi, gutti, and unguentariae, with only 

a few examples of olpes and oinochoes (Borzić 
2017; 2022b). The position of vessels in tombs is 
mostly limited to the narrowest sides, adjacent to 
the heads or feet of the deceased. Tomb 4 fol-
lows this scenario, but its assemblage is even 
more uniform and more or less restricted to the 
appearance of only two or three types of vessels. 
The state of preservation of this tomb made it 
possible to determine that at least two consump-
tion vessels were placed next to the head of each 
individual regardless of sex: a paired biconical or 
thorn kantharos and a gutus (Radić et al. 2017: 
180–183) (Fig. 10).

On the other hand, it is difficult to draw more 
secure conclusions about the typology of ceramic 
items and their positions inside specific tombs at 
the Nadin Late Iron Age necropolis, since Tomb 105, 
as pointed out earlier, is currently the only intact 
tomb of its type in the entire area of Liburnia. Nev-
ertheless, the displaced material from stratigraphi-
cally disturbed and devastated tombs (Batović, 
Batović 2013; Matković 2015) shows that it can still 
be representative. In contrast to the record at Ko-
pila, pottery from Tomb 105 has a much wider ty-
pological repertoire, recorded over the entire area 

Fig. 9 – Nadin, Tomb 105, burnt layer (photo: M. Grgurić)
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of the grave,6 with one dominant form. Apart from 
single or few unguentariae, biconical kantharoi, sky-
phoi, gutti, bowls, and about twenty relief bowls, the 
most represented forms (min. 120) are large vessels 
intended for the preparation/mixing of wine, specif-
ically Hellenistic relief craters (Fig. 11). It is worth 
mentioning that a very similar type of vessel, the 

North Italian sigillated relief chalice, continued to be 
placed in the Nadin tomb during the last quarter of 
the 1st century BC. It must be pointed out that Tomb 
105 included vessels of the local Liburnian Iron Age 
tradition, which was not the case in the Kopilian ne-
cropolis, with the exception of isolated examples of 
local ceramics in the children's tombs 1 and 7.

Fig. 10 – Kopila, Tomb 4, pottery assemblage (photos: I. Borzić, P. Iglić; made by: M. Čelhar)

Fig. 11 – Nadin, Tomb 105, pottery assemblages (photo: M. Grgurić; photo and drawing by: L. Bogdanić; made by: M. Čelhar)

6 ⸺ Despite the fact that pottery goods were recorded over the entire area of the tomb, it must be emphasized that the larger forms, the 
more completely preserved relief craters, were mostly located along the edges of the burial space. It is also difficult to conclude whether 
such a general dispersion of pottery goods is the result of intention or coincidence caused by multiple interventions in grave content 
during the times of its use.
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The tomb assemblages from Nadin and Kopi-
la also provide an opportunity to examine the pot-
tery through the prism of their workshop origins. 
In this case, too, the Nadin material from Tomb 
105 and from the entire necropolis dated to the 
last two centuries BC shows a spatially broader 
origin that stems all the way from the Aegean pro-
duction region (Ephesian relief pottery) or from 
Italian workshops (black and grey glazed and later 
sigillata products) (for trends in ceramic material 
imports to Nadin from the Early Iron Age to late 
antiquity, see: Čelhar et al. 2023). Nevertheless, 
as expected, the products of the Eastern Adriatic 
Hellenistic workshops significantly predominate 
in the Nadin and Kopila cases.7 In the context of 
the latter, there are documented forms of plain 
grey and brown glazed pottery from neighbour-
ing Issa or nearby Central Dalmatian workshops 
(Siculi?) (for further information, see: Miše, 2015: 
58–59; Ugarković 2019: 100–105; Lipovac Vrkljan 
et al. 2018: 1), which either intensively exported 
a particular portion of their repertoire toward Li-
burnia (grey glazed plain and relief pottery)8 (for 
relief pottery, see: Brusić 1999; Čargo, Kamen-
jarin 2022) or, considering the considerable de-
mand, somehow stimulated the local production 
of similar wares (Brusić 1999). In this sense, it is 
interesting to note that, despite the two consum-
er communities having at least roughly the same 
area of origin of the predominant ceramic items, 
there is a clear distinction between the preferred 
forms. In fact, among the material from Kopila, ei-
ther from the necropolis or from the settlement, 
only one fragment of Hellenistic relief pottery has 
been recovered, but notably not of the Dalma-
tian type (Borzić 2022b). On the other hand, it is 
well-represented in the context of the necropolis 
at Nadin, as well as throughout Liburnia. To date, 
there is no clear explanation for these preferenc-
es, but the differences may relate to the manner 
of funeral feasts/rituals and/or a matter of fashion.

Finally, we should address the number of 
vessels within each tomb. The total of more than 
200 relatively fragmented9 but generally whole 
vessels in Tomb 105 sounds truly imposing, but 
it is important to note that at least 228 individu-

als were buried in it. Therefore, despite the fact 
that it is not possible to know how many vessels 
may have been buried with each individual, the 
overall number of vessels is approximately equal 
to the overall number of individuals. In the case 
of Tomb 4 at Kopila, this relationship is somewhat 
different. The fact that kantharoi and gutti were 
recorded next to each head automatically makes 
the vessel-to-person ratio twice as high. It is dif-
ficult to say whether this is an established prac-
tice, especially since Kopila includes cases with 
ratios closer to 1:1, specifically within children's 
grave 1, in which at least 108 children of neonatal 
age were buried (Radovčić 2017: 127–128). Other 
comparisons can be made with the necropolis in 
Dragišić, where grave 31/2003 had the same ratio 
of 1:1. On the other hand, in graves 21/2002 and 
30/2003, the vessel-to-person ratio is quite high, 
reaching 10:1 or more (Miše 2017: 95). Of course, 
we should bear in mind that the units in question 
are devastated, which can significantly affect the 
final results.

Weapons
The appearance of weapons in graves also re-

flects the grave ritual, that is, the rite of transition 
of the deceased from the world of the living to the 
world of the dead. As already pointed out, the ap-
pearance of weapons, especially spears, with male 
individuals in the entire Central and South Dalmatia 
was a regular occurrence since the Early Iron Age 
(Čović 1987: 454, 458; Marijan 2001: 51–53, 60–
61, 70, 81, 94; Blečić Kavur, Miličević-Capek 2011: 
52–65; Perkić et al. 2021: 93–94); the continuation 
of this tradition is later observed in all tombs with 
adults from Kopila. Tomb 3 of Nucleus 1 and Tomb 1 
of Nucleus 2 (Radić 2017: 96–97; Radić et al. 2017: 
172–173, cat. no. 3: 27; Borzić 2022: 102, Fig. 12) 
contained bronze helmets of the Illyrian type to-
gether with offensive weapons. Tomb 4 contained 
exclusively offensive weapons, such as spearheads 
with a tubular socket for the shaft and an elongated 
leaf-shaped head with a prominent midrib (Radić et 
al. 2017: 190–192, cat. no. 4: 40–46) (Fig. 12). Un-
fortunately, the state of preservation did not permit 
a determination of the total number of goods of this 

7 ⸺ All other contemporaneous material from other Kopila tombs also belongs to the same workshop centres, so in addition to grey and 
brown glazed pottery, there are also late manifestations of Isseian Gnathia type and brown and red glazed Hellenistic pottery. See: Borzić 
2017; 2022b. 
8 ⸺ The highlighted information about a part of the inventory of the Dalmatian Hellenistic workshops is particularly emphasized becau-
se, as far as we know for now, the Iseian ergasterias did not export the simultaneously produced late manifestations of local ceramics of 
the Gnathia type to Liburnia (Matković 2015; Miše 2017; Govorčin, Borzić 2018).
9 ⸺ It is difficult to say with certainty whether the vessels were intentionally broken when they were placed in the tomb, or whether their 
fragmentation is the result of multiple interventions on its contents, which may be why there are also completely preserved specimens. 
A similar situation was recorded at Kopila, in contrast to other devastated Late Iron Age tombs, for example in the Nadin or Dragišić ne-
cropolises, where the completeness of the vessels is significantly lower than in the two mentioned examples (for Dragišić see: Miše 2017).
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type in the grave, but the number of more complete 
and amorphous iron fragments and their arrange-
ment in the tomb testify that it was most certainly a 
common good for every male deceased. 

In contrast, tomb 105 from Nadin, as well as 
earlier Iron Age burial contexts from Northern 
Dalmatia, show that the Liburnians did not en-
gage in this practice. It seems unlikely that they 
used no weapons at all. It is more likely that weap-
ons were not an identity prerogative connected 
to the transition to the afterlife, or perhaps there 
was a practical reason for the Liburnian commu-
nities not to withdraw weapons from circulation. 
However, the potential symbolism of a male war-
rior may be represented by trapezoidal belt buck-
les with a central spear/arrow motif (Nadin type), 
since there were as many as 40 specimens in 
tomb 105 (Čelhar, Ugarković 2021). Few finds of 
offensive weapons of Roman typology (two javelin 
butts; cf. Šeparović 2003: T. 3: 3–4) were found 
at the very top of the tomb; their quantity in rela-
tion to the number of deceased does not change 
anything significant in this regard.

Attire 
Attire and jewellery from Nadin and Kopila 

show similarities and differences in how items 
were worn (fashion affinities) and in what cultural 
circles met the need for them. For instance, belt 
buckles were not recorded in tomb 4 or elsewhere 
in the Kopila necropolis, yet, as mentioned previ-
ously, they are numerous in the Nadin grave inven-
tory, where nearly every fourth individual seems 
to have owned one. It is assumed that they were 
primarily men's costume items (Čelhar, Ugarković 
2021: 311, 316–317), especially given the large 
number of types with a central representation of 
a spear/arrow (Fig. 13) – a specific Liburnian fea-
ture, judging by the quantity and concentration of 
finds.

In the Kopila community, on the other hand, 
men's costumes, in addition to weapons, are 
marked with pins. The pins10 from Tomb 4 (Radić 
et al. 2017: 184–187, cat. no. 4: 17–22) (Fig. 14) 

occur in large numbers throughout the territory 
of the western, central, and southern Balkans, 
as well as the central and south-eastern Adri-
atic coast, and are part of the long-period tra-
ditional indigenous costume (Vasić 1982: 232–
234, 236–238; Blečić Kavur, Miličević-Capek 
2011: 40, Perkić et al. 2021: 96). They are a 
common costume item in the Kopila community 
and are also found in other burial complexes in 
the necropolis (Radić et al. 2017: 168–169, cat. 
no. 3: 13 Borzić 2022a: 99, note 24, 102, note 
32, Fig. 11c). The Gostilje (Vele Ledine) necrop-
olis, with predominantly single burials, confirms 
the characteristic role of pins in men's cloth-
ing. Although pins are sometimes associated 
with women's clothing (Basler 1969; 12, 24–25, 
T. II: 10: 6–8), they predominantly accompany 
male burials as different variants of double 
pins (Basler 1969: 12, 14, 19–21, 24–25, 28–31, 
39–43, T. II: 9: 1, VI: 27: 4, 6, VII: 28: 10, VIII: 
34: 7, IX: 35: 3, 36: 6, XXI: 105: 5, XXIII: 120: 
5, XXV: 126: 8; for the Budva necropolis see: 
Marković 2012, 25, T.11: 5.1–3). Conversely, in 
Liburnia, and thus also in Nadin, pins do not 
represent such a characteristic and recogniz-
able part of the costume/attire during the Late 
Iron Age. Fewer than 10 silver, bronze, and bone 
pins, hairpins, and sewing needles of heteroge-
neous types and variants were found in tomb 
105, mostly in the context of the second half of 
the 1st century BC. 

Fig. 12 – Kopila, Tomb 4, spears (photo: I. Borzić)

10 ⸺ The IIIa group of double pins, after the typology of Rastko Vasić (1982: 232–234, 236–238), or so-called omega pins, and pins 
with hammered and rolled-up heads or so-called Schlaufennadeln pins after the typology of Kilian-Dirlmeier (1984: 281–283, T. 112: 
4872–4893, T. 113: 4894–4903). 
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In the Liburnian region, the costume items that 
stand out in terms of quantity and variety are the fibu-
lae. An impressive number of over 700 specimens 
has been documented in tomb 105. Strictly statisti-
cally speaking, it is slightly more than 3 fibulae per 
deceased. Given the smaller number of deceased in 
grave 4 in Kopila and the association of fibulae exclu-
sively with women's attire, the finds numbering over 
10 fibulae are also not negligible, although it is still a 
much smaller ratio (approximately one fibula per in-
dividual) when compared to the Nadin burial context. 
A greater number of fibulae could indicate a different 
style of clothing, and potentially multi-layered gar-
ments; however, such a repertoire may simply rep-
resent funeral arrangements where most or all of the 
possessions of the deceased are attached to clothing. 
Given the impossibility of associating each fibula with 
a particular costume, any further discussion on the 
topic would only be speculation. 

Typologically, and thus in terms of the production 
centres and cultural milieus from which they come, 
the differences between the two areas are distinct and 
unambiguous. The only types of fibulae documented 
in both tombs correspond to the north Italic and north 
Adriatic types (Almgren 65 (Demetz 1999: 27–38, 
Lists I–II, T. 1–6, Maps 1–5) and Picugi types (Guštin 
1987: 51–53, Fig. 12; 1991: 38–39; Blečić Kavur 2015: 
217, 219, Fig. 78),11 associated with the end of the 2nd 
and 1st centuries BC, which corresponds with new cul-
tural circumstances and an increasingly pronounced 
Roman presence in the area. Taking into consideration 
the geographical position and other historical circum-
stances, it is not surprising that this influence was 
more pronounced in Liburnia. This is also confirmed 
by the greater typological diversity and quantity of the 
Italic types of fibulae recovered from Nadin (for exam-
ple, Nova Vas, different variants of the Nauheim fibula, 
Gorica, the Alesia fibulae, etc.; see in general: Demetz 
1999). Of course, this is also partly due to the shorter 
use of grave 4 in Kopila, so some types detected at 
Nadin should not be expected here (like the differ-

Fig. 13 – Nadin, belt buckle of the Nadin 
type (photo: I. Čondić)

Fig. 14 – Kopila, Tomb 4, double pins of type IIIa (photo: P. 
Iglić)

11 ⸺  Jezerine-type fibulae (Demetz 1999: 99–105, liste XVI, T. 25–26, karte 29–31) are the only other common type that appears in 
both necropolises; in the case of Kopila, they are not in tomb 4, presented here, but in tomb 3 (see: Radić et al. 2017: 168, cat. no. 3: 11).
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ent early Aucissa types/variants that are extremely 
well represented in grave 105, or some eastern Alpine 
types such as Almgren 18, Idrija, Almgren 2, Tierkopf 
etc.; Feugère 1985; Demetz 1999). 

Quantitatively, the most convincingly represented 
types in both tombs belong to the so-called fibulae 
of the middle La Tène construction, accepted through 
indirect influences from the La Tène cultural milieu. 
However, the variants that appear do not coincide, 
but point to local/regional peculiarities and connec-
tions with different cultural areas: Nadin communities 
are primarily connected with the upper Adriatic, Iapo-
dian, and the south-eastern Alpine territories,12 while 
the closest analogues for Kopila fibulae can mostly be 
found in neighbouring areas, especially Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.13 

Interestingly, different variants of lancelot fibulae 
(IA and III after Popović 1994) were discovered in grave 
105 in Nadin (Čelhar, Ugarković 2021: 310). Their origin 
and distribution are related primarily to the western and 

central Balkans but can be found in a wider region de-
pending on the variant. The Nadin find represents the 
westernmost point of their distribution. The Hellenistic 
centres of the central and southern part of the eastern 
Adriatic and indigenous centres in the hinterland, es-
pecially Herzegovina, where they are found in greater 
quantity, delineate the most probable distribution net-
works through which these fibulae reached the Nadin 
community. However, this type has not been recorded 
on the Kopila necropolis, including tomb 4.

Tomb 105 from Nadin is characterized by the 
presence of a large number of fibulae (about 40 
specimens) typical for Liburnian costumes: the re-
gional, youngest variants of fibulae of the Certosa 
type (Certosa Ic and Id; Teržan 1976: 319–320, 382, 
Fig. 20.) and the Liburnian plate fibula (Batović 1958; 
1974: 192–205) (Fig. 15). A majority of them are 
made of silver; the frequent use of silver in the Late 
Iron Age is usually explained as a consequence of the 
widespread expansion of Hellenistic fashion. Silver is 

12 ⸺  Apart from the Picugi type fibulae, which are the most numerous, this context is particularly marked by the Beletov Vrt type fibulae 
(Božič 1998: 149, 152, Abb. 14, 20, Liste 6; Dizdar, Božič: 2010, 153–156, 158, T.1: 1–2; Drnić, Tonc 2014: 185–190, 205–206, T. 1); their 
local variant is supposed to have developed in local Iapodian (Drnić, Tonc 2014, 188–190, Map 1) and maybe even Liburnian workshops, 
considering the large number found in Nadin. Although fibulae of the Beletov Vrt type are also mentioned in the inventory of tombs 3 and 
4 in Kopila (Radić 2017: 87; Radić et al. 2017: cat. no. 3: 9–10, 4: 10–12; Borzić 2022a: 97), it is a question of wrong determination, just 
like the identically determined find from Narona (Manenica 2017: 345, Fig. 1). So far, this type of fibula has not been documented further 
south than the Liburnian area. 
13 ⸺ For example, for fibulae with the figure-of-eight decoration on the foot see: Marić 2017: 92–98, Map 10.

Fig. 15 – Nadin, Tomb 105, 
Liburnian plate fibula (photo: M. 
Grgurić; drawing: I. Čondić)
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also widely used in South Dalmatia, as evidenced by 
finds from the Kopila necropolis, including the previ-
ously mentioned fibulae with the figure-of-eight dec-
oration on the foot from grave 4 (Radić et al. 2017: 
182, cat. no. 4: 8a–d).

Jewellery 
The general expansion of the dominant and lux-

urious Hellenistic cultural creativity in this period is 
especially evident in jewellery. The basic trends and 
stylistic tendencies are visible on the jewellery from 
both tombs, in both imported and regionally adapted 
and processed jewellery items, which is especially no-
ticeable for the production of silver earrings. However, 
the types of earrings in the observed tombs do not 
match, with the Nadin tomb showing a significant ty-
pological heterogeneity, including some earrings that 
are considered characteristic of Liburnian decora-
tive or artistic creations (the horseshoe-shaped and 
boat-shaped earrings, for example; see: Batović 1960: 
403–409; 1974: 209–215, 229). 

A general characteristic of the Late Iron Age in the 
wider area is the more pronounced presence of neck-
laces made of glass beads in grave contexts, especial-
ly with respect to jewellery made of amber, which was 
dominant in earlier periods. In contrast to all tombs 
investigated on Kopila thus far, tomb 4 is character-
ized by the absence of amber finds. Tomb 4 is also the 
only one that does not contain older burials from the 
late 4th and 3rd centuries BC (cf. Borzić 2022a: T. 1). 
Amber finds are also extremely poorly represented in 
tomb 105 in Nadin, with only a few specimens, some 
of which were probably part of other jewellery items 
(earrings?). Of course, it should be taken into account 
that a fire was lit in the tomb at one point, which could 

have affected the preservation of amber objects. 
On the other hand, hundreds of glass beads were 

recorded in both tombs. Small monochrome glass 
beads of different shapes and colours occur in large 
quantities in both tombs; due to their wide distribu-
tion, it is difficult to determine their chronology and 
provenance. The provenance of most other glass 
beads can be associated with the eastern Mediter-
ranean, although for some types, especially the eye 
beads (Fig. 16), there is a possibility that their produc-
tion, apparently originating in the eastern Mediterra-
nean, had expanded over time to several regions of 
Europe (Eterović Borzić 2017; Eterović Borzić, Borzić 
2022). Despite the partial overlap of widely distributed 
types of glass beads, there are differences in the ty-
pological repertoire of observed tombs, probably sug-
gesting different routes and trade networks by which 
these goods arrived in these areas and/or fashion 
preferences. 

The glass repertoire of Nadin is also characterized 
by a small number of beads whose production is relat-
ed to the La Tène, Celtic world (ring beads of the types 
23 and 23a after the typology of Haevernick (1960: 
69–71; see also: Venclova 1990: 140–141). Their ap-
pearance distinguishes the Nadin community not only 
from the Kopila community, but also from other east-
ern Adriatic communities, given that such material has 
not been recorded in that area so far. Their presence, 
as well as the presence of some belts (an astragal belt 
segment and a bronze belt characterised by profiled 
rod-shaped segments; see: Filipović, Mladenović 
2017: 164–168; Dizdar 2018: 20–22) characteristic of 
the La Tène world and hitherto unknown in the east-
ern Adriatic, confirms the more pronounced (in)direct 
orientation and connection of the Nadin or North Dal-

Fig. 16 – Selection of glass eye beads from Nadin, Tomb 105 (left; photo: M. Čelhar), and Kopila, Tomb 4 (right; photo: P. Iglić)
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matian area with the northern Italian and southeastern 
Alpine production and distribution centres.

Apart from the previously mentioned items, jew-
ellery included various finger rings made of bronze 
or iron (also silver, in the case of Nadin), sometimes 
with a glass gem. Items such as bracelets, pendants, 
and many others were found in grave 105, but not in 
grave 4, although they are known from other graves 
at the Kopila necropolis. Although important, deco-
ratively interesting, and indisputably elements of a 
more luxurious costume, it is unclear how standard 
or indispensable they were, especially in comparison 
with some previously mentioned items like fibulae and 
belts in the Liburnian case, or fibulae, pins, and weap-
ons in the case of Kopila. If we look, for example, at the 
bracelets in grave 105, of which more than 20 speci-
mens were found (although it is difficult to determine 
the exact number due to their fragmentation), as many 
as 8 pieces of the same type14 were found together, 
intertwined right next to the edge of the tomb (Fig. 17). 
It is thus conceivable that they were worn together, 
that is, by a single individual (presumably a female). 

Considering the above, and in relation to the number 
of individuals in the tomb, it does not seem as though 
they were an overly common jewellery item. 

Concluding remarks

Details of grave customs and archaeological ma-
terial recorded in the two tombs presented here allow 
us to draw some conclusions related to the associat-
ed communities of Nadin and Kopila. Firstly, it is clear 
that both communities exhibited a degree of continu-
ity with their own earlier traditions during the last two 
centuries BC. This is seen in grave architecture, which 
was present with its basic concept in Nadin from the 
7th century BC and in Kopila at least from the middle 
of the 4th century BC. It is also apparent in the burial 
practice, including "successive" opposite burials in 
the case of Kopila and individuals in the lowest/oldest 
layers placed in the crouched position in the case of 
Nadin. Also, it is interesting to note that the spatial-
organizational plans of the necropolises appear to be 

Fig. 17 – Nadin, Tomb 105, bracelets (photo: M. Čelhar)

14 ⸺ In the mentioned case, we are talking about ornamented bronze band bracelets with separated ends, the closest analogues of 
which are known precisely from Nadin, from the neighboring so-called Hellenistic grave 1 (Batović, Batović 2013: 24, T.XXII: 87–88).
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unique in their narrower and wider cultural circles. Cul-
tural continuity based on local tradition is also notice-
able in some details of the grave ritual. Among these 
is the presence of weapons in the graves in Kopila and 
their absence in the Nadin graves, which is an already 
recognized trait of the South Adriatic or Liburnian Iron 
Age cultural circle. It is no less important to emphasize 
the appearance and continuity of some characteristic 
regional forms of attire, as well as their role in it.

Considering the currents of history and civiliza-
tion, it should be expected that Hellenistic and Roman 
cultural creativity and quality would have a greater 
and greater effect on all aspects of life of these two 
communities. Among other things, this can be seen 
in the grave ritual observed here and the inventory 
related to it, indicating that Nadin and Kopila were 
familiar with and involved in the affairs of the wider 
world; over time, this led to an ever greater similarity 
between them. The above can be supported by a few 
details mentioned earlier, such as the introduction of 
new motifs and techniques and the more intensive use 
of silver in the manufacture of jewellery and clothing 
items. On the other hand, a notable thing would last 
throughout the Late Iron Age: the initial appearance 
and use of significant quantities of pottery as part of 
the burial ritual, now clearly and recognizably struc-
tured, and primarily oriented toward the Greek-Hel-
lenistic symposiastic character. The participation of 
both communities in the same contemporary regional 
trade framework can be seen in the pottery inventory, 
dominated by the products of the Dalmatian Hellenis-
tic workshops, whose production during the last two 
centuries BC was focused on grey-glazed ware. Yet 
the reasons for distinct preferences for certain forms, 
as evidenced by the burial ritual of both communities, 
remain unclear.

Although there is no difference in the origin of 
ceramics, there are clearly differences among other 
material items in the observed tombs, especially jew-
ellery and clothing items. The Nadin community is 
primarily oriented towards the Iapodian area of Caput 
Adriae and its hinterland, while the Kopila community, 
as expected, shows stronger ties with the western 
and central Balkans. However, by the 1st century BC, 
even these differences diminish, which is likely a result 
of the increasingly influential Roman presence along 
the entire eastern Adriatic coast. This is particularly 
evident for the associated characteristic elements 
of costume and jewellery, whose distribution covers 
a much wider area, including the territories of both 
communities observed here. It seems logical that this 
process was more noticeable in the case of Nadin. As 
a representative of the Liburnian historical trajectory, 
Nadin must have had a much closer and more intense 
connection with the Roman element than the South 

Adriatic community at Kopila, which apparently met its 
end in a conflict with Romans during the conquests of 
35–33 BC (App., Ill. 16). This can also be seen from 
the fact that, from the middle of the 1st century BC, 
the Italic ceramic and metal material in Nadin be-
comes even more diverse and dominant, suggesting 
the complete integration of the eastern Adriatic into 
the Roman world. But apart from material culture, it is 
interesting to note that both local communities were 
gradually infiltrated by aspects of Roman spiritual cul-
ture like, for example, the gradual acceptance of the 
cremation rite. This is recorded at Nadin in the upper 
layer of Tomb 105, which had a large amount of frag-
mented bones, some unburnt and some with different 
degrees of burning. In case of Kopila, a typical Roman 
cremation burial in an urn dated to the middle of the 1st 
century BC was recorded at the top of Tomb 7 (Borzić 
2022a: 97–99; Eterović Borzić, Borzić 2022).

In general, the presented features of grave ritual 
and the grave inventories of two contemporaneous 
tombs of relatively distant communities in the north 
and south of Dalmatia vividly show the fluidity of their 
cultural and ethnological features, which are certainly 
dependent on the historical circumstances in which 
they developed. Many of the elements presented here 
support the conclusion that both tombs are represen-
tative examples of their cultural spheres during the 2nd 
and 1st centuries BC, but there is certainly space for 
even deeper insights into the lives of both communi-
ties and their relationships to local traditions and ex-
ternal influences.
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