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Virovitica Kiskorija Jug u ranom srednjem vijeku

Virovitica Kiskorija South during the early Middle ages

Tajana Sekelj Ivancan
Tatjana Tkalcec

Blago povisena greda na polozaju Virovitica Kiskorija
jug, nedaleko Virovitice, naseljena u antici u razdoblju od
2. do sredine 5. stoljeca privukla je svojim prirodnim po-
godnostima i ranosrednjovjekovno stanovnistvo ovog
kraja. Trasom ceste obuhvacen je, ¢ini se, tek dio sredn-
jovjekovnog naselja, s ostacima tek dvadeset i sedam
objekata - kuca, pedi i jama. SrediSte srednjovjekovno-
me naselju, kako je zaklju¢eno prema brojnosti sredn-
jovjekovnih povrsinskih nalaza, valjalo bi traZiti na za-
padnom, istaknutijem polozaju pjeS¢ane grede.

Nakon provedenih zastitnih arheoloskih iskopavanja
2005. godine (Jelin¢i¢ 2006a; 2006b; 2007a), pristupilo se
obradi i mladeg sloja nalazista te su objavljene otkrive-
ne ranosrednjovjekovne arheoloske cjeline i keramicka
grada' (Sekelj Ivan¢an, Tkalcec 2008). Na temelju priku-
pliene pokretne arheoloske grade, ustavovljeno je da se
srednjovjekovni nepokretni nalazi rasprostiru na istrazenoj
povrsini trase ceste na duzini od 300 metara (sl. 211). Na
sjevernom dijelu nalazista istrazena je skupina od cetiri
objekata (SJ 20, 30, 119, 369), a stotinjak metara juznije
istrazena je skupina od sljedecih cCetiri objekta (SJ 523,
621, 623, 629). Najvec¢a koncentracija srednjovjekovnih
arheoloskih cjelina zapocinjala je 30 m juznije od potonje.
Sastojala se od dva stambena objekta (ku¢e SJ 1242 i SJ
1358), dvije pedi (SJ 1062/2030 i SJ 215242305), stupova
(SJ 1092, 1274, 1314, 1326) te objekata nepoznate namje-
ne, mozda ostataka kuca, radnih ili drugih gospodarskih
objekata seoskih domacinstava (SJ 1178, 1212, 1236), dok
se na juznom dijelu istrazene trase ceste nalazila skupina
objekata nedefinirane namjene (SJ 1721, 2050, 1817) i osta-
ci stupova (SJ 1813, 2042, 2056, 1959, 2132) (sl. 212).

Na temelju detaljne analize keramickog materijala,
potkrijepljene apsolutnim datacijama, istrazene cjeline
vremenski su opredijeljene u dva osnovna horizonta: | -
stariji iz kraja 8. i 9. stoljeca te mladi koji se dijeli na hori-
zont lla —kraj 9.i pocetak 10. stoljeca i na horizont llb — dru-
ga trecina 10. stoljeca (sl. 213).

Starijem horizontu pripadaju objekti na sjeveru
lokaliteta (SJ 20, 30, 119) te u srediSnjem dijelu juzne

1 Zahvaljujemo voditeljici istraZivanja kolegici dr. sc. Kristini Jelin¢i¢
Vuckovi¢ na pozivu na suradnju i ustupanju srednjovjekovnih nalaza
za obradu i objavu.

Slightly elevated hillock on the position Virovitica
Kiskorija south, near Virovitica, inhabited in ancient times
from the 2" to the midd-5t" century, with its natural assets,
attracted the early medieval inhabitants of the region. It
would seem that the route of the road covers only a part of
the medieval settlement, with the remains of only twenty-
seven facilities - houses, oven and pits. The centre of the
medieval village, as one might conclude based on the
number of medieval surface findings, should be looked
for in the more prominent western portion of the sandy
hillock.

After the rescue archaeological excavations in 2005
(Jelin¢i¢ 2006a; 2006b; 2007a), interpretation of the
younger layer of the site was carried out and early medie-
val archaeological units and ceramic materials were publi-
shed' (Sekelj lvancan, Tkal¢ec 2008). Based on the movable
archaeological material thus collected, it was established
that the medieval immobile finds are spreading along the
explored section of the route of the road at the length
of 300 meters (fig. 211). In the northern part of the site a
group of four features was explored (SU 20, 30, 119, 369)
while a few hundred meters to the south, another group
of four features, (SU 523, 621, 623, 629), was investigated.
The highest concentration of medieval archaeological
units begins 30 m to the south from the latter. It consisted
of two residential buildings (houses SU 1242 and SU 1358),
two ovens (SU 1062/2030 and SU 2152 + 2305), posts (SU
1092, 1274, 1314, 1326) and of features of unknown purpo-
se, possibly the remains of houses, working and economic
areas or other outbuildings of rural households (SU 1178,
1212, 1236), while in the southern part of the investigated
section of the road a group of buildings of undefined pur-
pose (SU 1721, 2050, 1817) and remains of the posts (SU
1813, 2042, 2056, 1959, 2132 ) were located (fig. 212).

Based on a detailed analysis of the ceramic material,
supported by an absolute dating, the explored units may
be divided into two main horizons: | — the older one, from
the end of the 8" to the late 9" century and the younger

1 We would like to thank the head of the research, our colleague Kris-
tina Jelin€i¢ Vuckovié¢ PhD, for an invitation to take part in this project
as well as for allowing us to interpret and publish the subject medieval
finds.
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o 20

SI. 211a Situacijski plan nalazista Virovitica Kiskorija jug s oznacenim
arheoloskim cjelinama: horizont | - crveno; horizont Il - ze-
leno: krajnji sjeverni dio nalazista

Fig.211a Layout of Virovitica Kiskorija south site with the marked ar-
chaeological units: horizon | - red; horizon Il - green: the fur-
thermost northern part of the site

strane lokaliteta (SJ 1178, 1212, 1236, 1242, 1062/2030). U
tim objektima pojavljuju se lonci jednostavne profilacije
koso odsjecenog ili zaobljenoga ruba. Najucestaliji nacin
ukrasavanja je cesljastim predmetom, odnosno, prisutan
je motiv Cesljaste valovnice i snopova ravnih vodoravnih
linija, a javlja se i motiv okomitih uboda nacinjen takoder
cesljastim predmetom. Faktura tih posuda uglavnom je
srednje kvalitete, kompaktne strukture.

Mladi horizont naselja datira u kraj 9. i kroz 10. stoljece.
Keramicki materijal ukazao je na potrebu lu¢enja horizon-
ta lla - kraj 9. i pocetak 10. stoljeca i horizonta llb - druga
trecina 10. stoljec¢a. Dva odsjec¢ka mladeg horizonta defi-
nirana su na osnovi razli¢itih znacajki kerami¢kog materi-
jala. Prvome odsje¢ku mladeg horizonta pripadaju objekti
smjesteni u juznijem dijelu istrazene povrsine naselja (SJ
1358, 215242305, 1721, 1817), dok je zamjetno kako se u dru-
gome odsjecku mladeg horizonta naselje nanovo Siri pre-
ma sjeveru (SJ 369, 523, 621, 623, 629). Znacajka keramike
horizonta lla jest ucestalo ukrasavanje posuda kotacicem,
sporadi¢no zadrzavanje ukrasavanja plitkom cesljastom
valovnicom, izostanak ukrasavanja okomitim ubadanjem
cesljastim predmetom te uvodenje ukrasa jednostruke va-
lovnice na ramenu i nizova jednostrukih vodoravnih linija
na trbuhu posude. Znacajka keramike horizonta llb jeste
izostanak kotacic¢a, ucestalija primjena jednostruke va-
lovnice i jednostrukih vodoravnih linija. Cesljasta valovni-
ca i dalje se koristi kroz ¢itavo vrijeme mladeg horizonta,
no znacajka joj je to $to je, za razliku od cesljastih, ulijevo
ukosenih i gustih amplituda na loncima iz starijeg horizon-
ta s kraja 8. i iz 9. st., ona sada niskih i Sirokih valova. Kroz
¢itavo razdoblje mladeg horizonta karakteristican je izo-
stanak zaobljenih rubova jednostavne profilacije, odnosno
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SI.211b Situacijski plan nalazista Virovitica Kiskorija jug s oznacenim
arheoloskim cjelinama: horizont | - crveno; horizont Il - ze-
leno: sredisnji i juzni dio nalazista

Fig.211b Layout of Virovitica Kiskorija south site with the marked ar-
chaeological units: horizon | - red; horizon Il — green: the cen-
tral and the southern part of the site

one, divided into the horizon lla - the late 9" and the early
10t century, and the horizon llb — the second third of the
10t century (fig. 213).

The features at the northern side of the site (SU 20, 30,
119) and the ones at the central part of the southern side
of the site (SU 1178, 1212, 1236, 1242, 1062/2030) belong to
the older horizon. In these features, the pots of a simple
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VIROVITICA KISKORIJA SOUTH DURING THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES T. SEKELJ IVANCAN, T. TKALCEC

Radiokarbonska
Lokalitet SJ starost Kalibrirana starost 1 sigma raspon 2 sigma raspon
Site SU Calibrated Age One Sigma Range Two Sigma Range
Radiocarbon Age
cal AD 783, 789, 828, cal AD 781 - 784 (2.7 %) cal AD 727 - 737 (1.9 %)
29 BP 1196 + 27 840, 863 cal AD 786 - 792 (6.1 %) cal AD 773 - 895 (91.6 %)
T cal AD 808 - 880 (59.5 %) cal AD 924 - 938 (1.9 %)
g = cal AD 725 - 739 (8.2 %) cal AD 690 - 703 (2.9 %)
- 8 18 BP 1224 + 34 <l AD 779 cal AD 772 - 784 (7.5 %) cal AD 709 - 752 (17.3 %)
f < cal AD 788 - 832 (29.4 %) cal AD 759 - 890 (75.2 %)
— ™ cal AD 837 - 876 (23.2 %)
c cal AD 895 - 905 (9.6 %)
(@) BP 1117 £ 28 cal AD 900, 919, 959
v o 368 cal AD 906 - 924 (18.4 %) cal AD 882 - 997 (95.4 %)
’:’ )j cal AD 939 - 977 (40.3 %)
x Z cal AD 692 - 700 (4.1 %) cal AD 689 - 705 (6.7 %)
5 < cal AD 715 - 750 (31.7 %) cal AD 705 - 754 (36.3 %)
= v 21 BP 1242 + 24 cal AD 776 cal AD 764 - 782 (15.9 %) cal AD 757 - 784 (19.1 %)
S = cal AD 791 - 811 (11.7 %) cal AD 788 - 833 (20.0 %)
°3 cal AD 844 - 854 (4.8 %) cal AD 837 - 877 (13.4 %)
s £ cal AD 782 - 791 (6.8 %)
= cal AD 810 - 844 (21.2 %) cal AD778- 902 (74.4 %)
1357 | BP 1168 + 29 cal AD 888 cal AD 917 - 962 (21.0 %)
cal AD 855 - 896 (29.4 %)
cal AD 923 -940 (10.9 %)

SI. 213 Rezultati radiokarbonskog datiranja uzoraka iz pojedinih
Christian-Albrechts Universitat, Kiel)

cjelina (Leibniz Labor fiir Altersbestimmung und Isotopenforschung,

Fig. 213 Results of radiocarbon dating of samples from individual units (Leibniz Labor fiir Altersbestimmung und Isotopenforschung, Christian-

Albrechts Universitdit, Kiel)

rubovi su u ovom horizontu prema unutra koso odsjeceni,
a zamjetno je i naglasavanje ramena posuda.

Od svih u srednji vijek opredijeljenih cjelina tek se tri
mogu s ve¢om sigurnoscu pripisati stambenim objektima,
a samo je jedna bila o¢uvana u tolikoj mjeri da je pruzila
dovoljno elementa za tipolosko odredenje (Sekelj Ivancan,
Tkal¢ec 2008: 116, Fig. 4, Fig. 6). Radi se o arheoloskoj
cjelini SJ 1241/S) 1242, koja je posebno izdvojena i sa-
gledana u svom prostornom rasporedu, kako bi se na
temelju ocuvanog i istrazenog pokusalo rekonstruirati
karakteristican oblik ranosrednjovjekovnog stambenog
objekta na ovom nalazistu (Sekelj lvanc¢an, Tkal¢ec 2010).
Oc¢uvani dio blago ukopanog objekta bio je nepravilno
kvadrati¢nog tlocrta dimenzija 4,45 x 4,40 m (SJ 1242) s
ognjistem dimenzija 1,41 x 1,43 u jugozapadnome uglu
(SJ 2031/1) (sl. 214). Ognijiste se sastojalo od crne gorevine
i urusene strukture od komada crveno zapecene zemlje,
a u njemu je pronadena Zeljezna motika. Unutar gabari-
ta objekta isticala su se dva ukopa (promjera 50-55 cm)
za vece stupove koji se nalaze na medusobnoj udaljeno-
sti od 3,90 m, te dva manja stupa (promjera 30-33 cm),
medusobno udaljeni 3,40 m. Po citavoj povrsini objekta
pronadeno je mnostvo lijepa koji ukazuje na to da su stije-
ne kuce bile omazane blatom, dok mu podnica nije bila
usc¢uvana. Sagledavsi arheoloski istrazenu cjelinu sa svim
njezinim elementima, iznesen je prijedlog rekonstrukcije
njenog izvornog oblika gdje se zaklju¢uje da je kuca bila
Cetvrtastog oblika tlocrta, blago ukopana ispod okolne

profile, with an obliquely truncated or rounded rim,
appear. The most common way of decorating is achieved
by use of a comb-like object, i.e. the decorative motive
is the one consisting of both wavy lines and the bundles
of straight horizontal lines; however, a motive of vertical
stitches made with a comb-like object can be seen as well.
The fabric of these vessels is usually of a medium quality
and compact in its structure.

The younger horizon of the settlement dates from the
late 9" and the 10 century. The analyzes of the ceramic
material demonstrated the need of dividing it into the ho-
rizon lla - the late 9" and the early 10* century and the
horizon llb — the second third of the 10" century. These
two sections of the younger horizon are defined on the ba-
sis of various features of the ceramic material. The features
located on the southern part of the excavated area of the
settlement (SU 1358, 2152 + 2305, 1721, 1817) belong to the
first section of the younger horizon, while it is evident that
in the second section of the younger horizon the settle-
ment stretches to the north (SU 369, 523, 621,623, 629). The
main feature of ceramics from the horizon lla is recurrent
decoration of pots with decoration made by small wheel
in several rows, sporadic shallow combed wavy lines, lack
of vertical stitches made with the comb-like object and
the introduction of a single undulating decoration on the
shoulder and rows of single horizontal lines on the body
of the vessel. The main characteristic of the ceramics from

34|
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SI. 214 Rekonstrukcija kuce SJ 1242, kraj 8. —kraj 9. st. (prema Sekelj
Ivancan, Tkal¢ec 2010)

Fig. 214 Reconstruction of a house SU 1242, late 8"—late 9" century (ac-
cording to Sekelj Ivancan, Tkalcec 2010)

hodne povrsine. Po jedan duboko ukopani stup na sredini
svakog zabatnog zida ¢inio je nosivu osnovu krovne kon-
strukcije, ¢ije strane krovista nalijezu na bo¢ne, blago uzdi-
gnute drvene zidove. Zidovi kuce zasigurno su bili gradeni
od drvene konstrukcije omazane blatom, a krov je vjerojat-
no bio prekriven slamom. Na osnovi pak ranije provedene
analize keramike te analogija s ulomcima keramickih posu-
da iz objekata apsolutno datiranih radiokarbonskim ispi-
tivanjima (SJ 118) (sl. 213, 215), zaklju¢eno je da kuca, iako
je imala iznimno mali broj keramickih ulomaka od kojih je
razlu¢eno svega 4-5 razlicitih posuda, pripada prvom hori-
zontu naselja, odnosno da potjece iz razdoblja od kraja 8.
do kraja 9. stoljeca (Sekelj lvancan, Tkal¢ec 2008: 115-116).

Pri ranijim objavama nalazista Virovitica Kiskorija jug,
malobrojni Zeljezni predmeti koji potjecu iz ranosrednjo-
vjekovnih objekata bili su u postupku konzervacije te se
njihova obrada donosi ovom prigodom. Radi se prven-
stveno o nalazu Zeljezne motike (sl. 216, 217: 1) iz poluuko-
pane ranosrednjovjekovne kuce s ognjistem (SJ 1241/S)
1242+SJ) 2031/1). Okolnosti pronalaska prema kojima je
motika bila u vrlo loSem stanju oc¢uvanosti, pronadena u

SI. 215 Rekonstruirani lonci iz SJ 118, kraj 8.-kraj 9. st.
Fig. 215 Reconstructed pots from SU 118, late 8"—late 9" century

T. SEKELJ IVANCAN, T. TKALCEC VIROVITICA KISKORIJA JUG U RANOM SREDNJEM VIJEKU

the horizon lIb is an: absence of the decoration made by
small wheel and more frequent use of a single wavy and
horizontal lines. Comb-like wavy line is continuously used
throughout the younger horizon, but now it has lower and
broader waves, unlike the combed, left-slanting and dense
amplitudes on the pots from the older horizon from the
late 8" and the 9t century. Throughout the entire period
of the younger horizon the absence of simply moulded
rounded rims is characteristic, that is, in this horizon the
rims are cut obliquely inward, and shoulders of vessels are
noticeably emphasized.

Of all the units dated to the Middle Ages only three can,
with greater certainty, be described as residential facilities,
and only one was enough preserved to provide sufficient
material for typological determination (Sekelj lvancan,
Tkal¢ec 2008: 116, fig. 4, fig. 6). The unit in question is an
archaeological unit SU 1241 / SU 1242, which is singled out
and viewed separately in its own spatial arrangementin an
attempt to reconstruct the characteristic form of an early
medieval residential facility at this site based on the pre-
served and researched elements (Sekelj lvancan, Tkalcec
2010). A preserved part of the slightly buried house is an ir-
regular 4.45 x 4.40 m square (SU 1242) with a fireplace me-
asuring 1.41 x 1.43 in the southwest corner (SU 2031/1) (fig.
214). The fireplace consisted of black soot and collapsed
structure made of red burnt earth; an iron mattock was
found in it as well. Within the perimeter of the feature, two
large post-cuts, 50 to 55 cm in diameter (distance between
the two being 3.90 m) can be distinguished, as well as two
smaller posts (30-33 cm in diameter), at a distance of 3.40
m between them. The entire surface of the feature was
filled with a heap of daub which indicates that the walls
of the house were plastered with mud; the flooring is not
preserved.

Having observed an archaeologically explored unit to-
gether with all its elements, a proposal of the reconstruc-
tion of its original form has been presented, which shows
that the house had a square-shaped layout, and that it was
buried somewhat under the surrounding walking surface.
In the middle part of each gable wall there was one deeply
dug-in post and together they constituted the supporting
basis of the roof structure, the sides of which are leaning
on the lateral, slightly raised wooden walls. The walls of the
house must have been built of wooden structures coated
with mud, and the roof was probably covered with straw.
Based on the previously conducted pottery analyzes and
analogies with fragments of ceramic vessels from the faci-
lities positively dated by radiocarbon probes (SU 118) (fig.
213, 215), it was concluded that the house, although it had
a very small number of pottery fragments of which only
4-5 different vessels were distinguished, belongs to the
first horizon of the settlement, i.e. from the late 8" to the
late 9t century (Sekelj Ivancan, Tkal¢ec 2008: 115-116).
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jugoisto¢nom dijelu urusenja ognjista, odnosno vjerojatni-
je glinene pedi unutar kuc¢e, medu komadi¢ima zapecene
zemlje, ne pruzaju dovoljno elemenata za konkretan za-
klju¢ak o razlogu takove pozicije unutar peci i objekta. Na-
dalje, utilitarni predmeti poput motika su izuzetno slabo
tipolosko-kronoloski osjetljivi. Oblik i masivnost tog oru-
da uvjetovana je vrstom tla ili poljopriviednom kulturom
te se odredene znacajke tih predmeta nepromijenjene ili
blago modificirane zadrzavaju kroz duze vremensko raz-
doblje. Primjerice, Sirina ostrice ovisila je o vrsti tla pri ¢emu
je za tvrdu zemlju potrebna deblja, uza i duza alatka, dok
se za rahlu zemlju upotrebljava Sira i kraca ostrica. Tako-
der je poznato iz etnoloskih izvora da su uske motike bile
koristene za okopavanje vinograda i hortikulturnu obradu
tla, dok su motike sa Sirokom ostricom bile koristene u vr-
tlarstvu i poljodjelskoj obradi tla (Pleterski 1987: 278-281,
sl. 35). lako skromni arheobotanicki ostaci, zastupljeni tek
s jednim karboniziranim ostatkom pSena obi¢ne pSenice iz
zapune kuce te nekoliko ostataka kultiviranih Zitarica ko-
je nije bilo moguce preciznije odrediti iz zapune jednog
od potpornih stupova (vidi poglavlje 5.2.: Tablica: Srednji
vijek), ipak nam ukazuju na poljodjelske aktivnosti stanov-
nika Kiskorije, cemu u prilog ide i ovaj nalaz motike sa 3i-
rokom ostricom. Alatka je koriStena negdje u vremenu od
kraja 8. do kraja 9. stoljeca, kada je datiran objekt iz kojeg
potjece (Sekelj lvanc¢an, Tkal¢ec 2008; 2010), a valja zami-
jetiti da se velika vecina kultiviranih biljaka, prvenstveno
raznih vrsta Zitarica (vidi poglavlje 5.2: Tablica: Srednji
vijek) pojavljuje u objektima opredijeljenima u stariji ho-
rizont naselja (Sekelj lvancan, Tkalcec 2008: fig 4) kada je
ratarstvo ocito predstavljalo jednu od osnovnih djelatnosti
stanovnika Kiskorije. Tome u prilog idu i pojedinacni nalazi
Zrvnjeva u objektima SJ 30 SJ 1212.

Drugi metalni predmet koji se ovom prigodom dono-
si potjece iz arheoloske cjeline SJ 118/119 kojoj nije usta-
novljena primarna funkcija. Iz te cjeline potje¢e mnostvo
keramickih nalaza (sl. 215) prema kojima je vremenski
opredijeljen, kao i uz pomo¢ “C datacije, u vrijeme starijeg
horizonta naselja tj. od kraja 8. do kraja 9. stolje¢a. Metalni
predmet (sl. 217: 2) koji potjece iz ove cjeline Zeljezno je Silo
Sireg kvadratnog presjeka sredinom predmeta i uzeg na
krajevima. Kao predmet on takoder nije kronoloski osjet-
ljiv i pojavljuje se nepromijenjen tijekom vie stoljeca. Sila
su poznata iz razlicitih arheoloskih ranosrednjovjekovnih
cjelina s podrugja sjeverne Hrvatske te su ucestalo upotre-
bljavana u svakodnevnom zivotu (Sekelj lvanc¢an 2010b:
143-144).

Arheologija je svojim specificnim metodama dala i na
primjeru Virovitice Kiskorije jug vrijedan doprinos pozna-
vanju zivota ranosrednjovjekovnih zajednica, $to za nase
podruc¢je danas jo$ uvijek predstavlja veliku nepoznani-
cu. Uzrok tomu moze biti i slaba ocuvanost ranosredn-

When the results from Virovitica Kiskorija south site we-
re previously published, few iron objects dating from the
early medieval features were in the process of conserva-
tion so that their interpretation is presented herein. The
major find is an iron mattock (fig. 216, 217: 1) from an early
medieval half-buried house with a fireplace (SU 1241/SU
1242 + SU 2031/1). The circumstances of the discovery pro-
ve that the pick was in a very poor state of preservation
and that it was found in the south-eastern part of the col-
lapsed fireplace, or, more likely, in the clay oven inside the
house, among pieces of burnt clay; however, they do not
provide enough elements for assumptions as to why it was
found in such a position inside the fireplace and the house
itself. Furthermore, utilitarian items such as mattocks are
extremely imperceptible, both typologically and chro-
nologically. The shape and heftiness of this tool depend
on the type of soil and agricultural crops for which it was
used, so that the specific features of these objects remain
to be unchanged or only slightly modified over a long pe-
riod. For example, the width of the blade depended on the
type of soil; hard soil required a thicker, narrower and lon-
ger tool, whereas loose earth required wider and shorter
blades. Ethnological sources show that narrow mattocks
were used for cultivating vineyards and for horticultural
activities, while mattocks with a wider blade were used for
gardening and agricultural tillage (Pleterski 1987: 278-281,
fig. 35).

Although the archaeobotanical remains from the
backfill of one of the posts are scarce and represented
only by one carbonized common wheat grain found in the
backfill of the house, and few remains of cultivated grains
which could not be accurately determined, (see chapter
5.2.: Table: Middle Ages), they do point to agricultural acti-
vities of the population of Kiskorija, which is also suppor-
ted by this finding of a wide-bladed mattocks. This tool
was in use sometime between the late 8" to the late 9t
century, i.e. to a period to which the object from which it
originates is dated (Sekelj lvanc¢an Tkal¢ec 2008; 2010); ho-
wever, it should be noted that the vast majority of cultiva-
ted plants, primarily various types of cereals (see chapter
5.2.: Table: Middle Ages) occur in the facilities dated to the
older horizon of the settlement (Sekelj Ivanc¢an, Tkalcec
2008: fig. 4) when the farming apparently presented one
of the principal activities of the Kiskorija population. This is
corroborated by individual whetstones found in features
SU 30 and SU 1212.

Another metal object which is interpreted on this oc-
casion originates from the archaeological unit SU 118/119,
and its primary function has not been established. A large
assembly of ceramic finds (fig. 215) is found in this unit, ac-
cording to which it was dated, as well as with the help of
"C analyses, to the older horizon of the settlements, i.e.
to a period from the late 8" to the late 9" century. Metal
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jovjekovnog horizonta na nasem tlu, ali i slaba istrazenost,
odnosno nedostatak adekvatnog broja ciljanih arheoloskih
istrazivanja.

Ranosrednjovjekovno stanovnistvo je na polozaju Vi-
rovitica Kiskorija jug, na temeljima starijeg antickog rural-
nog naselja oblikovalo svoje naselje koje je egzistiralo u
razdoblju od kraja 8. do kraja 10. stoljeca. Bilo je to tipi¢no
ruralno otvoreno naselje rastrkanoga tipa koje je preferi-
ralo blago povisene padine brijega u okolini koja obiluje
vodotocima i plodnim tlom. Uz nekoliko stambenih po-
luukopanih objekata oko kojih su bili grupirani objekti,
vjerojatno gospodarske ili neke druge namjene seoskih
domacdinstava, pronadene su i peci, sto nam sve zajedno
pruza sliku infrastrukture ovog ranosrednjovjekovnog
naselja. Osobito se u starijem horizontu naselja iscitava
orijentiranost stanovnistva poljoprivredi i obradi tla.
Tome u prilog govore nam i nalazi ulomaka kamenih
Zrvnjeva te zeljezna motika. Arheobotanicki ostaci Zitarica
pronadeni su u raznim objektima uglavnom starijeg hori-
zonta, a najvedi broj ih potjece iz peci SJ 1062, koja bi se
po toj osnovi mozda mogla interpretirati krusnom pedi. U
mladem horizontu je stanovnistvo vjerojatno i dalje bilo
uvelike orijentirano na poljoprivrednu proizvodnju hrane,
a zasigurno je i uzgoj domacih Zivotinja predstavljao izvor
prehrane (meso, mlijeko i mlije¢ne preradevine), iako su
nam zooarheoloski nalazi iz arheoloskih istrazivanja malo-
brojni te sigurnije zakljucke nije moguce donositi.

lako istrazenim opsegom malo, ranosrednjovjekovno
naselje Kiskorija jug dalo je vrijedne podatke o nacinima
funkcioniranja ruralne ranosrednjovjekovne zajednice na
podrucju Podravlja pa i Citave sjeverne Hrvatske, a svako
daljnje istraZivanje i objava drugih nalazista predstavljat
e daljnji znacajan doprinos u stvaranju cjelovitije slike o
ranosrednjovjekovlju Hrvatske.

SI. 216 Motika iz SJ 1242, kraj 8—kraj 9. st.
Fig. 216 Mattock from SU 1242, late 8"—late 9 century

T. SEKELJ IVANCAN, T. TKALCEC VIROVITICA KISKORIJA JUG U RANOM SREDNJEM VIJEKU

item (fig. 217: 2) which originates from this unit is an iron
awl with a wide square cross-section at its middle and the
narrower one at the ends. As an item it is also not chrono-
logically sensitive and appears unchanged over the cen-
turies. The awls are common in a variety of early medieval
archaeological units in northern Croatia and are frequently
used in everyday life (Sekelj Ivancan 2010b: 143-144).

The Virovitica Kiskorija south site is yet another fine
example of a valuable contribution of specific archaeolo-
gical methods in better understanding of early medieval
community life, which is in our case still unexplored. The
reason for this being so can be a rather poor preservation
of early medieval horizon in our region, as well as insuffi-
cient researches and lack of adequate number of targeted
archaeological explorations.

The early medieval population at the Virovitica Kiskorija
south site formed its settlement, which existed between
the late 8" and the late 10* century, on the foundations
of an older ancient rural settlement. It was a typical rural
settlement of an open scattered type, a type which was
usually located on slightly elevated slopes of a hill in an
environment rich with streams and fertile soil. Alongside
several residential half-buried houses, around which other
features were grouped, probably production or other pur-
pose facilities, ovens were also found, which, as a whole,
gives a picture of the infrastructure of an early medieval
settlement. The inclination of the population towards
agriculture and tillage is particularly evident in the older
settlement horizon. This is supported by findings of frag-
ments of whetstones and an iron mattocks. The archaeo-
botanical remains of grains were found in various facilities,
mainly in the older horizon, and most of them originate
from the oven SU 1062, which could be on that basis in-
terpreted as the bread oven. In the younger horizon po-
pulation was probably still largely oriented toward agri-
cultural production of food, and the breeding of domestic
animals was certainly a source of food (meat, milk and milk
products), although the zooarchaeological finds resulting
from the archaeological excavations are scarce so that it is
not possible to make definite conclusions.

Although its explored perimeters are small, the early
medieval settlement Kiskorija south yielded valuable infor-
mation about the functioning of the early medieval rural
communities in Podravlje and in the entire northern Croatia
as well, and any further research and publication of other
sites will represent an additional significant contribution to
creating a fuller picture of Croatian early Middle Ages.
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KATALOG:

CATALOGUE:

1. Motika, Zeljezo (sl. 216; 217: 1) 1 Mattock, iron (fig. 216; 217: 1)

SJ2031; o H 27; S-XXI; PN-57 (¥ 118,29 m)

Motika se sastoji od nasada za drsku i ostrice. Nasad za
drsku je duge osnovice, pravilnog pravokutnog oblika
i kvadratnog presjeka. Rupa za nasad drvene drske je
pravilnog, ovalnog oblika i nalazi se u donjoj polovini
nasada, blize ostrici motike. Na vanjskim stranama na-
sada, na dijelu gdje se nalazi rupa, stranice su blago za-
obljene. Ostrica je nepravilnog trapezoidnog oblika. Na
jednoj strani je u gornjem dijelu zaobljena, a na drugoj
ostrokutnog prijelaza u uZi dio ostrice.

Dimenzije: cjelovita duz. 25,5 cm; nasad za drzalo vis.
8,5 cm, $ir. 3 cm, unutarnja Sir. rupe za nasad 2,5x3,6
cm; ostrica max. Sir. 18,3 cm, min. Sir. 8 cm; o¢uvana vis.
oStrice 17 cm, tez. 1374,3 g.

. Silo, zeljezo (sl. 217:2)

SJ118; o T 31; S-VI zapad; N-198

Predmet nepravilno kvadratnog presjeka, u sredini $iri,
pri krajevima tanji, pri jednom djelomi¢no ocuvanom
kraju tanji, vrhovi nedostaju

Dimenzije: duz. 6,2 cm; max. 8ir. 0,3 cm; tez. 1,1 g.

SU 2031; o H 27; A-XXI; SF-57 (¥ 118.29 m)

The mattock consists of a central eye for the shaft and
the blade. The head has a long base, rectangular sha-
pe and square section. The central eye for the wooden
shaft is oval and located in the lower half of the he-
ad, closer to the blade. On the outer sides of the he-
ad, where the hole is positioned, the sides are slightly
rounded. The blade is shaped as an irregular trapezoid.
It is rounded at the top on one side, and on the other it
has a sharp transition to a narrower part of the blade.
Dimensions: overall lenght 25.5 cm; head height. 8.5
cm, width. 3 cm, inner width of the central eye 2.5x3.6
cm; max. width of the blade 18.3 cm; min. width 8 cm;
preserved height of the blade 17 cm, weight 1374.3 g.

Awl, iron (fig. 217: 2)

SU 118; o T 31; A-VI west; F-198

The item has an irregular square cross-section, it is bro-
ader in the middle and thinner at its ends, thinner on
one partially preserved end, tips missing

Dimensions: length 6.2 cm; max. width 0.3 cm; wt. 1.1 g.

bay
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SI. 217 1 - Zeljezna motika iz SJ 1242; 2 - Zeljezno $ilo iz SJ 118, kraj 8.—~kraj 9. st.
Fig.217 1- Iron mattock from SU 1242; 2- Iron awl! from SU 118, late 8"late 9" century





